3

Slide 1
Ladies and gentlemen!

I offer to your attention a briefing about the resumption of combat actions in the East of Ukraine by Russia, current status and realization of Minsk agreements.
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Despite the demonstration of peaceful intentions concerning the conflict in the East of Ukraine and participation in negotiation process, Russia has still aggressive plans against Ukraine, does not abide Minsk agreements, supports separatists and assists in their armed provocations.

We observe some specific features of the hostilities induced and conducted by Russia. For example:

Russia strengthens its Task Force in Western and South-Western directions, including the territories bordering Ukraine;

Combat trainings of 1st and 2nd Army Corps are conducted within unified operational and combat training framework of the Southern Military district of the Russian Armed Forces;

Units of Russian occupation forces are being reinforced and kept in a readiness for the immediate employment in some directions;

Russian forces try to expand the controlled territory, especially in Donetsk direction and continue provocative firing at the ATO positions, as well as using heavy weaponry in other directions;

Armaments subject to Minsk agreements are covertly returned to the line of contact;

Ammunition, POL (petroleum, oil and lubricants) and equipment delivered from Russia are being accumulated; 

Intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance activity increased.
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The main military activities taken by Russia during March 2016 in Western and South-Western strategic directions included: the Strategic Command and Staff exercise on command and control over the Russian Armed Forces; the Snap inspection of the Russian Airborne Forces; the Command and Staff training of the Southern military district units; the Flight tactic exercise “Ladoga-2016”; the Tactical training of the missile units of Southern and Western military districts.  
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The main goal of the Strategic Command and Staff exercise on command and control over the Russian Armed Forces, that was held in the period between 22 and 26 of March, was to check the level of operational readiness of the Russian groups of forces to execute their functional tasks in the defined regions of Russian geopolitical interests.   
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The Snap inspection of the Russian Airborne Forces was held on 22-25 of March on the common operational background with the Strategic Command and Staff exercise. The snap inspection involved the units of 98th Airborne division (IVANOVO) and 106th  Airborne division (TULA), 31st Separate air assault brigade (ULYANOVSK), 45th Separate Special Forces brigade (KUBINKA) of the Russian Airborne Forces. They practiced redeployment to the designation area by land and air routes; airborne landing; live firings using units' organic armaments at the training areas of Orenburg, Kaluga, Ryazan, and Tula regions; air support for Land Forces by Su-25 and Su-24M aircraft; communication using “Andromeda-D” operational level C3 system of airborne forces. The main elements of the snap inspection were practiced in Central Asian strategic direction on “Totskoye” training area (Orenburg region). The transport aviation aircraft IL-76MD of the 61st Air Army conducted no less than 15 sorties. No less than 400 servicemen and 20 vehicles were involved in airborne landing. UAVs were used for reconnaissance. The formations and units involved in the Snap inspection of the Russian Airborne Forces took or take part in the armed conflict on the territory of Ukraine. 
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The Command and Staff training of the Southern military district of the Russian Armed Force, which took place on 22-23 of March, was conducted on the common operational background with the Strategic Command and Staff exercise, and involved command and control bodies of formations and units of the Joint Task Force deployed in Crimea. The topic of the exercise was, as follows: “Preparation and execution of international armed conflict localization operation of the JTF in the South-Western strategic direction. ”
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The flight tactic exercise of means and forces of the 105th Mixed aviation division (VORONEZH) of the 6th Army of Air Forces and Air Defence (ST. PETERSBURG) of the Western military district named "Ladoga-2016" took place in the airspaces of Leningrad region and the Republic of Karelia on 21-26 of March. The following procedures were practiced: dispersion of tactical aviation aircraft to the forward airfields; search, interception and engagement of adversary aircraft; use of on-board armaments at air and land targets. Moreover the combat readiness of TU-22M3 (nuclear carriers) of the 52nd Heavy bomber aviation regiment (SHAYKOVKA, Kaluga region) of the 22nd Heavy bomber aviation division (ENGELS, Saratov region) was checked in Kaliningrad operational direction on the common background. No less than 12 sorties of TU-22M3 were recorded in the airspaces of Pskov, Leningrad and Arkhangelsk regions.
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The Tactical training of the missile units of Southern and Western military districts armed with operational level surface to surface missile systems “Iskander-M” has been waged since 15th of March. The live firings took place at the 4th state central inter-brunch training area (KAPUSTIN YAR, Astrakhan region). The teams of the 12th missile brigade (MOZDOK, Northern Ossetia) and 1st missile brigade (KRASNODAR) of the 49th Combined arms Army (STAVROPOL) of the Southern MD and the 112th Missile brigade (SHUYA, Ivanovo region) of the Western MD took part in the exercise. The forces and means of the 112th Missile brigade (no less than 500 servicemen and up to 100 pcs. of materiel) marched in a mixed way from the point of permanent dislocation to "Kapustin Yar" training area. Hereby, the exercise of tactical level surface to surface missile systems "Tochka-U" (designated for engagement of adversary fire means, command and control posts, communication centres, air defence assets /including under surface/. Range from 20 to 120 km) of the 448th Missile brigade (DURNIEVO, Kursk region) of the 20th Combined arms army of the Western MD was held on the 25 of March. The following procedures were practiced: march to the positions area; engineer equipment of the positions; defining target coordinates using UAVs; shifting the positions area. Up to 100 servicemen and 30 pcs. of materiel were involved in the exercise.
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The direct control of the Russian senior military-political leadership over the abovementioned operational and combat training of Russian Armed Forces, including on the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine indicates the importance of such trainings.

The presence of the Russian Minister of Defence, army general S. SHOYGU in Crimea on the 22 of March is worth mentioning. The official purpose of the visit was to inspect the organization of combat training of the Russian Black Sea Fleet and construction of infrastructure facilities for Crimean Joint Task Force. At the same time the main attention was paid to the newly formed 126th Separate coastal defence brigade (PEREVALNE) and 8th Artillery regiment (SIMFEROPOL) of the Coastal Troops of the Black Sea Fleet - the formations created after the annexation of Crimea in 2014. 
After the visit to Crimea S. SHOYGU the inspection of the Southern MD formations and units deployed in Krasnodar krai and Rostov region continued. In particular he inspected the 859th Naval aviation training centre of the Russian NAVY (YEYSK), where ship-based aviation training complexes "PIKA" should be put into service before the end of 2016. The complexes are designated for ship-based aviation aircraft crew training. 
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Russia also considers the involvement of its allies to ensure its national interests in Western strategic direction. The inspection of the Belarus Armed Forces took place from 25th of March until April 7. Belarus army units are trained on the elimination of the illegal armed formations within the inspection framework. Similar actions were trained in 2013 and later used during the annexation of Crimea.

Representatives of the Russian Armed Forces from 1st Tank Army came to Belarus to organize the communication and to consider the possibility of involvement of the Western MD forces into the offensive operation of the Belarus Armed Forces.
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Moreover, on 29th of March – 1st of April a combined training of Russian and Belarusian high-mobility troops (Russian Airborne Forces and Belarusian Special operations Forces) was conducted. This indicates the preparations of the Belarusian high-mobility troops to the combined offensive with Russian forces and to their possible operative redeployment to the threatening directions. 
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Formation of 3 battalion tactical groups is located in Rostov oblast, near the border of Ukraine and is ready to be immediately employed under the order of the higher commanders. This formation includes BTGs of:

11th Separate Air Assault Brigade from Ulan-Ude, deployed in Matveyev Kurgan;

247th Air Assault Regiment from Stavropol and 7th Mountain Air Assault Regiment, deployed near Fedorivka;

7th military base from Gudauta, Abkhazia, deployed at Kuzminskiy training area;

And one company tactical group of 18th Separate motorized rifle brigade from Kalynivska, deployed at Kadamovskiy training area.

Total strength of the formation is about 2,2 thousand servicemen.
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Strength and equipment of the 1st and 2nd Army Corps.
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Combat trainings of the 1st and 2nd Army Corps’ units and formations are conducted on the temporarily occupied territories within one framework with the Russian Armed Forces’ trainings. The next stage of the scheduled training was conducted in February-March 2016 near Torez, Buhayivka, Mospyne, Karlo-Marksove, Shimshynivka, which included the combat cohesion of almost every unit and formation of both Corps. The main topic of the training was the BTGs actions in defensive and offensive or counteroffensive operations.
Command and staff training of 1st and 2nd AC was conducted for 29-31 March this year. Training plan included the growth of the number of provocative firings along all line of contact and provoking ATO forces to strike back, which will be the official reason to start the large-scale offensive. 
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The special attention during combat trainings is paid to the water crossing. In the beginning of March of 2016 the engineering company of 2nd AC together with pontoon bridge unit of Russian Armed Forces trained a bridge laying over Siverskii Donets river near Kruzhilivka and Parkhomenko localities (Luhansk region).
On 17 and 25 of March motorized rile units, tank units, artillery units and mortar units of the 1st Separate motorized rifle brigade (KOMSOMOLSKE) of the 1st Army Corps and 7th Sep motorized rifle brigade (DEBALTSEVE) of 2nd Army Corps practiced forcing over water obstacle within the offensive exercise at the training areas near KUZNITSOVO – MYKHAYLIVKA (TELMANOVE district, DONETSK region) and USPENKA (LUTUHINE district, LUHANSK region).
Slide 16
Adversary continues provocative firings at the ATO forces and villages on Ukraine-controlled territories, including with the use of heavy weapons (MLRS's, D-30 howitzers, tanks and 82, 120 mm mortars).

Since the beginning of 2016, total number of firings was 3513, most of them were noticed in Donetsk direction (Maryinka, Pisky, Avdiivka, Krasnohorivka) - more 2000, and Sloviansk direction (Zaytseve, Luhanske, Mayorsk, Novhorodske) - more 1200 firings.
 Since the beginning of 2016 23 x servicemen have been killed and 72 x servicemen have been wounded as the result of firings.   
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The Russia`s violations of the heavy armaments withdrawal within the Minsk agreements have been identified. 

Totally, since the beginning of 2016, 319 x cases of restricted armament presence (tanks, over 100-mm artillery pieces, MLRSs and mortars) have been identified near the line of contact.

In particular, MLRS systems BM-21 "Grad" were spotted near the cities of MAKIIVKA, Donetsk, HORLIVKA and near the towns of STAKHANOV, MANUILIVKA, YUVILEYNE, SAKHANKA, BILE (Donetsk region). MLRS systems 9K58 “Smerch” were also spotted twice near the towns of KORSUN and OLEKSANDRIVSK (Luhansk region).
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The presence of Russian heavy armaments, which had to be already withdrawn from the line of contact, has been confirmed by satellite imagery. In particular, in the cities of DONETSK, KOMSOMOLSKE village and MICHURINE village.
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Russia continues new supplies of weapons and ammunition as well as personnel to the occupied territories of Ukraine. 

Since the beginning of 2016 the transferring of such supplies was identified: about 91 tanks, 127 armoured combat vehicles, 78 artillery systems, more than 3500 tons of ammunition for heavy weaponry (122-mm and 152-mm shells for artillery systems, 120-mm shells for tanks and mortars, etc.), about 6800 tons of fuel and oil. Also, about 1700 personnel arrived, who passed training at the training areas in Rostov oblast, Russia.

The information on the supply of the latest models of MLRS "Grad-K", which are in service only in Russia, from the Russian territory to Gorlovka in March was confirmed.
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The abovementioned information is verified by the evidences of objective control. Since the beginning of 2016 the arrival of Russian heavy weapons and ammunition from the Russian territory to the cities of DONETSK, LUHANSK and MAKYIVKA and to the town of MOSPYNE was identified. These weapons were: 18 x T-72 and 3 x T-64 main battle tanks, 6 x 2s1 “Gvozdika” 122-mm self-propelled howitzers, 5 x BM-21 “Grad” 122-mm multiple launch rocket systems, 24 x 2A65 “Msta-B” 152-mm howitzers, 36 x 122-mm D-30 howitzers, 84 pieces of fighting vehicles (including BMP-2 and BTR-80), 
3 x “Strela-10” surface-to-air system and 3 x R-330ZH “Zhitel” electronic warfare system.
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Russian occupation forces continue to demolish infrastructure and to destroy the industrial potential on the occupied territories. 

During the week terrorists additionally mined the Donetsk water filtering plant, the railroad bridge and the adjutant area near DONETSKYI of LUHANSK region.

It was detected that the equipment and materiel of “Kirov” machine building plant in HORLIVKA, “Komsomolets” mine and “Lenin” mine were taken away to Russia. On 23 of March the militants demounted the equipment of KHARTSIZSK machine building plant also to take it away to Russia.
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The militants actively impede the activities of the OSCE observation mission and attempt to discredit its representatives to conceal and prevent the disclosure of their preparation for renewal of hostilities. 
On 18 of March Russian occupation forces command forbid the mission representatives to access BRIANKA area.
On 22 of March the OSCE observers were denied to access BEZIMENNE, to cover the presence of Russian naval infantry units within the 9th Separate regiment. 

Moreover, Russian officers of the PsyOps Centre (NOVOCHERKASSK) of the Southern military district continue to spread provocative information about OSCE mission members in the local mass media on the occupied territories.
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Conclusion:

Russia still keeps aggressive plans against Ukraine. Russian government continues to support and train 1st and 2nd Army Corps units on the occupied territory to deepen instability in the East of Ukraine and as a fact use them as the first echelon in the Ukrainian direction. 

Roughly violating Minsk agreements, adversary continues firings of Ukrainian territories and keeps large amounts of heavy armament near line of contact.

While conducting intensive combat training within the Russian system and accumulating weapons, ammunition, petroleum, oils and lubricants etc., Russian terrorist forces are preparing to renew the offensive actions to extend the control over the territories up to the administrative borders of Donetsk and Luhansk regions and to take the land corridor to Crimea.

